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HISICRIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY EABS No. PA-2u3:

MATLACK - TOWNSEND HOUSE A,
DAVID TOWNSEND HOUSE) 15-WCHES,
' 10-
Street Address 225 North Matlack Strest, Weat Chester, -
or Location: Caegter Couxbty, Pernsylvenia
Present Qmmer: Chester County Historical Society, 225 North

High Street, Weat Chester, Pennsyivania

Brief Statement This house, pm of which dates f>om abowut 1785,
of Significanca: wea the resgidence of the well-lnown botanist,
Devid Towunsend.

EART I.  HISTORICAL INFORMATION
A. Physical History:

1, Original and subsequent owners: Owmer of land when
the west end of the north wing was standing was Igelah
Matleck 1768-1793; Jesse Matlack 1793-1330; Robert
Matlack 1830~183%; David Townsend 1835-1853; Lydia A.
Townaend 1853-1890; Richsrd H. Powning (her son) and
hig egtate 1890-1920; Margaret W. Hoopes (wifa of
Fdward Hoopes, a grandson of David Townsend) 1920~
1923; Merion Hoopes Stevensom, her daughter, 1923~
1951. By her will it came Inte the possession of the
Chegter County Hisborical Society.

2, BPate of erection: Vest end of the present rorth wing
¢. 1785; south secilon 12830; east end of norih wing
1849.

3. Architect, builder, suppliers, etc.: Unlmown, excepd
for vullder of the 1849 section - Thomas Bateman., For
copy of hls contract, see Paxt I, b, of this raepori.

4. QOriginal plans, construction, ete.: (ldest part, west
and of north wing, has a large arch in cellar which sup-;
ported a cookdng {irenmlzce - floar of first floor shows ~
numeroud maris of subers vhich came from fireplace.
Eridence shows only one yoom downastaivs, The stairyay
was in the gouth end of this room, as svidence shill
shova, Second flcor had two rooms in it. Sowth addi-
tion wes added 1830, two and & half stories. Zest end
of the old north wing built 1849 {see Part I, D of ithia
report for plans and contract). Roof of the south see-
tion was raised to & full three stories, as 1% is icday,
by 18745. It is so pletured in the 1874 'Bird's Zye View
of West Chester, Pa. Drazwn by 0. H. Bsiley Breuker &
Kesaler, Lith.’nilada.”
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5, MNotes on alterations and additions: See preceding
paragrapa.

&, Important old views and references:
Views: There are no old views of ihe house }:m:?rn, except
the representation on the 1874 bird's eye view mentioned
under Part I, A, 4 above. A collscticn of photograpns of
the twentieth century may be seen in the Chester County -
Historical Society.

References: Sources of Informetion all tc be found in
the Chester Count vy Historical Soclety unless otherwise
mentioned.

Clegsified printed and memuscript files in the Chester
County Historicel Soeciety wnder the headings: Veat
Chesgter,Streetg~-iiatlack, and David Towmmszend.

J. Smith Futhey and Gllbert Cope: History of Chestern
County, Pemmsvlivania. Louis H. Everts, Philadelphia,
Pa., 1881,

B, Historical Events Connected with the Strucsture Ths original
small house, now the west part of north wing, was on the
property of the Green Tree tavern farm and was probably the
residence of the farmer When the first railroad wag built
into West Chester, it was planned o make this Lthe site of
a tavern, and 2 two—and-a—half story brick house was stiached
to the south pert of ithe old house. The petition for a
license was refused, and the property scon passed inte the
hands of David Towmngend, who was living there ai his death.
He was a noted botanisi and a man of broed Interests In the
commmity in educational, civie, and dusiness matters. He
and his friend, Dr. William Darlington, were provably the
mogt versatile men the town has ever produced. See copy of
newspeper obituary wmder Part I, D, of ithis report.

€. ILikely Sources Mot et Investigaled: None mown
D. Supplementel Material: Direel quotations from the following -

1. Copy of orizinal petition {(e. Februsry, 1832) in poaseseion
of Chester Gouniy Hisitoricel Society, West Chester, Pa.

"o the Honorable Judges of the Cowrt of Cuarter sessions of Chester
coumiy.

¥The petition of Samuel Qstorme of said coumiy respectfully
repregents

"That he has 1&tely rentéd -of Robert Matlack, and in‘bends o

-o¢eupy during the coming. seasen, - “shat new and cc&mmdlous house on _

thé ‘south side of ‘Chestnut, and: near -the corner of -Chestmuy" a:udﬁj;j,‘

Iabe:r*ty ‘shreets; in'the bcrrough ‘of Wes st Chester,” and well ‘khowi By~
the: name of thé? ZKail Road ‘house. ', It-is srtuated*near‘ the terming=

tion of the West Chester Rail Roazd, upon which there is considerable .. _'
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travelling and which is congstantly increasing end is particularly well
adapted to the sccommodation of persons passing slomg said Rail Hoad.
As scon 23 the semson opens it 1y designed io erect such gtahling and
sheds sufficient for the accommodation of all persons wio may favor the
house with & visit., Your petiticner therefore prays yow honorsg 4o
grent hia license to keep a public house of entertainment, end he
trusta he will not be found to sbuse the confldence thareby reposed
in him,
"ind he will &e.
ASamuel (Osborne
. "¥e -the subseribers inhahitants of the Borouc}h of ‘i’fest Chester
‘and 1ts vicinity beg leave respecifully lo represent to yowr honors,
that we ere well acquainied with Samuel Osborme the above petitioner,
and that we have great confidence, should your honcrs grant his peti-
tion, thet he will keep an orderly end quiet house of enteriszinment,
to the satisfaction of the public; snd that in our opinion the 'Rail
Heoad House! is commodious, convemient, and elegibvly agitusited for the
gccommodation of the public; and thet a public house, of its descripw
tion 1 much needed in the neighborhood of its loecation.
"Joshua Gibbhons
‘and 32 other names
"We the subscribers, inhsbitants of the Borough of West Chester,
take plesasure in recommending the above petitlonsr Samuel Qsborne
t0 the favorsble notice of your honors, as 8 sultable person to keep
8 public house of entertainment; and do certify that he is of good
repute for honesty and temperance, and is well provided with house
roon and conveniences for the lodging and accommodauion of strangers
and travsallera.
. Darlington
and 14 others

[é'ndorsed on baok/

#Patition for
Tavern ILlcense
Saml. Osborne

%1833 Feb:8 Read &
held wder edvisement
" Rejected®
: -
2. From originzl menuserdipt, dated M=y 4, 1347, in possession
of Chester County Historicel fociely, West Caester, Pa.:

"David Townaend agrees to employ Thomas Bateman to bulld an
addition to the house of the said David Townsend on Matlack Street
in Weagt Chester, of the following dirmensiona and description, sn outline
of which ig hereto snnexed. 7The said Thomes is to find all the mste~
rials and labor end finish the said bullding in 2 plain and gubstential
manner. The materdals sll to be of good quality. The bullding is to
be attached fo the eastern wall of the north wing of the presen? house,
The gouth wall is to commence upon or in & line with the north waell of
the mein bullding. The dimensions to be thixty one feet by sixtesan,
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extending six feet further northwardly ihan the north wall of the
said north wing, the walls ic te of the same heighi and same pitch

of roof as the saild wing. The cellar to be of the same deplth as

the cellar of the said wing and the earth therefrom ramoved io the
south glde of the main building., The cellar wallz to be of stone,

and the walls sbove ground %o be of brick well burned all to be laid
in gocd gend and lime mortar; the brick walls to be nine inches thick,
and the stone walls fourteen inches thick, and plastered ingide and
outgide to correspond with the said main building. The first floor
and staira leading to the second story to be of good white oak or
yellow pine boards. Both stories to be celled. The first story to
have a partition across it runing from east to west at the distance
of eleven feet from the north wall, which partition is to be stiuded and
well braced to prevent sinking, and lathed and plastered, on the north
side with one coat of mortar on the partiiion and walls, snd the parti-
tfon, and the wells south of it, to be well plagtered and white coabed,
on the ingide, The floor of the apartment north of geld partitlon, in
the first story to be ladd with undressed white oak or yellow pine
bosrds of good quality. The joists to be of pine, three inches by
ten and not more than sixteen inches spart. The southern portion on
the first floor to have ong door with marble sill and one window in
the gouth wall, two windows in the east wall and cne door in the psr-
tition; and one door in the north wall and one window in the east
wall north of said partition. The doors and windows 10 correspond

in styla offinish with those of the seid wing and to be of the same
size. The soythern spariment to have a cupboard the height of the
ghtory, five feet wlide with two doors with suitable fastenings, end
gtile up the middle, and with five shelves sixteen inches deep. A
ehimey, and {ire place of guitable construction to insert & kitechen
range or boilers, is 4o be carried up to the height of one food above
the comb of the roof of the main duilding, and 1o be of such consiruc-~
tion as to prevent the amoke from issueing into the apartments or rooms.
The stalr way to the second floor is to be a closed one, three feet
inside Iin the clear, alsc a gtair wsy of gsame widih of passage, and
stalrs, to the cellar. The second glory to be partitioned off by

a partition dividirng it in the same mammer as the firght stoxy, to

have two windows in the south wall, ihree in thz east wall and one

in the north wall, ore door in the partition and itwo doors insgerted |,
in the west wall, beinz the eesht wall of said wing before mentioned
The windcws in the north and scuih walls to be of the same size as
those in the first story, and those in the east wall to be of half
the same size. One window in the seld west wall itc be removed and

the opening well bullt up and plastered on the west side thereof

and white costed, AL the head of the stalrs on the second floor is
1o be a zultable railing for a guard. The gald second story to bpe
plastered ceiled and white coated. The rcof to he of good pine
shingles well put on, and to weather not more than nine inches with
4in gutier & spout. All the window shutters of the first story, and
the north and south oneg of the second glory, one %o be close ones,

to be hung with good gtrsp hinges and have good fastenings for each.
Those for the windews in the esst wall in the second story to be plaim,
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hung ingide with goed butt hinges and fastened with suifable bolis.
There are to be three celler windows, one the sovih wall and two
in the eagt wall, large enouzh to give sufficient 1izht to the cellar;
the south to be hung with butt hinges so as to swing upward. A door
to be opened in the eagtern wall so a2 to commmicate with ths odjoin-
ing cellar. The walls of the cellsar, the jolsis and flcor above, to
be whitcwashed. The punp 1g to be taken out of the well, the well
wall to be taken dowm two feet below the bottom of the cellar and then
- pullt up level with the bottom, with stone or brick laid in good linme
. and sand mworter, and & cast iron grate framed over the openlng so as
 to open and shut with convenience, All the woodwork of the building
above grownd including all the windows, to be painted with three coals
of white lead and oil on the outside, and two inside. A privy to be
bullt, with pit under of at least eight feet in depih, walled with
stone or hard burned brilck lald ia good mortar. The bouse t0 be of
wood, close framed snd jeinted, planed inside and outgide, seven feet
high, five feet eight inches long, end four fest seven inches wide
in the clear inside, and painted with white lead and oll inside and
oubside. To the bullding first mentioned sre to be tin spouts io
carry the water from the roof to the grownd. The said reserves
liberty to furnish such materials ag he hag sbout the bulldings
before mentioned to be accounted for at the usual price of such mate«
rials, by the said Thomas. In ccnalderation of the foregoing premises
the said David agrees to pay the sald Thomas or his order the sum of
five hundred and twenty five dollars when the said building 1s wholly
- finished and recelpt or discharges for materials furnished for said
bulldings are exhibited to him the said David. And the sald Thomas
doth obligate himself to complete the ssid bulldings within ten weeks
from the dste hereof. In wiinessg whereof the parties hereito have aset
their hands and seals this fourth day of may Anno Domini one thousand
eight hundred and forty nine, ‘
"David Townsend
"Thos, Bateman”

3. f®Village Recoxrd,” West Chester, Pa., December 21, 1838:

“QDITUARY.

When a veteran in the Causne of Humsn Improvement passes sway, it
well becomes the aged to bear tesiimony to his worth, and the young %o
profit by his exampls. %When the wise and good devols g lomg life to
the generous aims, and elevating pursuwits of the commumity in which
they move, thelr career lesvss a bright pege in the higlory of our
race. OFf such wes the lamented friend, whose mortal remsins we have
recently followed to the tamb,- snd whose memory we all fondly aznd
gratefully cherish,

“DAVID TOWNSEND, son of Samuel and Priscilla Townsend, was borm
in the village of Pughtown, Chester county, Pemnsylvenia, on the 13th
of December 1787.

“He waa brought up to the business of Agriculture, on his father's
farm, and received a plaln Znglish education, including some elementary
Mathematical inatruetion, at the ccuntry school of the viclnage. Pos-
gesged Of an intelligent and active mind,- and being, withal an excellent
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penman, - he was sppointed, in 1810, a clerk in the office of the
Reglsoter and Recorder of Ches‘ber couty; which appolniment brought
nim to reside in the Borough of West Chester, - where he contiaued
{with the exception of a year on the paternal farn) during the remain—-
der of pia life,

"pfter the service of a year or + two In the counmt Sy cfﬁces, he
engsged in the buginess of Comveyancing - and also became concerned,
for some time, in a mercantile establishment in the Borough.- In the -
year 1813, he was elected a Commissicner of Cheater couniy; end at
the expiration of his term, in 1816 he became (as was then the ugage)
County Treasurer for the ensuing year,

"On the establishaent of the Bamk of Chester founty, in 1814,
DPavid Townsend was chosen one of the Directors, aund served from
November of that year until November, 1816. A% that pericd, a rest-
lesg little cabal, among the Stockheolders, clandestinely forestalled
proxieg enough to revelutionize the Board. By that operaticn, several
of the most responsible and judicicus members of the Direction -
emong whon M, Townsend was Included -~ were throwm out. The new Board,
bowever, were not long in discovering the fncompetency both of them~
selves gnd thelr subordinstes; and before the year expired the Insti-~
tution was in such a condition, that David Towmszend was soliclted by
the very men who haed excluded him, to. accept the cashiership, in order
to extricste It from iis embarrassments. He received the sppolimiment
on the first of October, 1817; the old Board were presently re-instated;
confidence was completely regtored; avd the Bank conmtlmied under the
gagacious nmanagement of the new Cashier, for nearly the third of a
Centtn'y, with unparalieled success. Hiag resignation in 1849, was in-
duced by sn sccidemtal injury to the brain, which i‘inally disabled
him, and caused his death.

"Motwithetanding the drmdgery and respongibilities of his position,
ags cachier, his public spirit led him to pearticipate in every useful
enterprise; snd whenever s liberal Instiiution, for the ture of

tellect, was projected in West Chester, David Tomsend was among
the earliest and most efficlent in promoting lis success.

"in 1821, he was chosen a Trustee of the West Chester Academy;
and in 1826, was appointed Treasurer and Financier of the Board, - which
office he held until 1854; by which time he had engineered the Institu-
tion completely out of debi.

"Im 1827, he was sppoinied Prothonotary of Chester comiy, o 4
i1l a vacancy; but the Direcliora of the Bank anxigusly interposed o
retain his servizes, - eand he resigned the office of Proticuotary at
the end of two weeks.

"In all his vearied pursuiis, David Townsend was emphatically s
practical man, - Ingenlously and succesafully adapbing the requigite
means o the end proposed. To unite the useful witl the sgreesble,
was hia constant aim,

“Prained in the philanthrepic tenets of the Sceiety of Friends -
though without exterior peceuliarities - he was siill s noble
gelon of that estimaole stock. Hia disposition wasg ever gentle; his
habits peaceful and retiring. The public confidence in his integrity
and capacity, it 1g trus, repestedly drew him into the service of those
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around hin - as Guardizn of the Orphan, or Trustee of the helplesa, -
and gratefully do his wards confess their oblizations to their watchful
benefactor., Bub, it is within the sacred precincts of the Damestic
Circle, that his characver of Husband and Father is nost $horoughly
appreciated, while those only who have fathomed such a Parepnt's love,
can adequately estimate the filisl devotion of his deascendants.

"David Towngend wes one of the Founders of the Chester County
Cabinet of Natural Science, in the spring of 1826; was the falthful
Seeretary and Treasurer of that interesting Institution from its
origin wntdil the failure of his hemslth; and was at all itimes one of
the mogt active, public-spirited and valusble contributors,- whebther

to the Treasury, the Lusews, or the Library. About the time the .
Cabinet was organized, & taste for Natursl History was decldely mani-
fested by several of the members, ~ among whonm Mr. Towmsend wag ever
prominent. He soon, however, had his attention specially directed to
Botanical studies, and was ever aftter distinguished for his devotlon
to 'the mmiable sclence.! The diacriminating eye, end hebits of close

' observation, so important in a Bank officer, were equally availlable
{0 the Botenist, end quite germain to the investigations of general
and species. Tha Planis of Chester county, and the surrownding districts,

becanme familiar acquaintences, and were dquly arranged In his Hexbardum,

His apititude and padns taking skill in preparing specimeng, were VYTV

. remerkable, and led to a delightful correspondence wlih those eminent

Botanists, Doctor ¥, Boott of Iondon, and Sir WILLIAM J. HOOXER, for-

. merly of (lasgow, Scotland, now Director of the Royal Gardens at Kew.

The last named gentleman writing from Glasgow {while Professor of

' Botany, there,} to a friend in West Chester, in March, 1833, says: ‘I

thénk you & thousand times for introducing me to the correspondence of

. Pavid Townsend, Hls copiouvs and besutiful specimens have delighted
pe.! Sir ¥illiem - whose contzibutions flowed in on him from every
region of the glove - subsequently declared, that the handaocmest
specimens he ever received, were prepared and semt by Devid Towmnsend,
of West Chester, snd Professor Short, of Kentucky.

"In the latter end of 1833, a genus of plante, sllied to the
Asters, was named TOWNSENDIA, - in compliment to David Townsend (who
had done much to elucldete tha characters of that family). The Genus
was established and published by Sir Wm. Hooker, with & figwre, in
hig splendid work, the Flora of British North Amerlca. The plant was
first collected on the banis of the Saskatchawan, in Latitude 53 dege
North, by Doctor Richsrdscn, the inirepid snd hardy Bolanist who aceom-
pam.ed poor Sir John Fram:l..n, in one of his Iyperboresn expeditions.

"Five specles of the TOYNSENDIA sre now kmowm, aand described in
Torrey & Gray's MNorth American Flora. They are all found slong the
gtresms which rise on the eagiern slope of the Rocky lbunitains; and

while these Alpine besulies shall comtinue to grow, they will aftesi
the merits of owr Chester county Botenish, amd be perpetually assocl~
sted with his honored nanme.

"When the Cashier's feeblo health compelled his resignation, the
Directors of the Bank proclaimed their appreciation of his lomg and
faithful services, by presenting to him a peir of Silver ziichers,
with an sppropriate Inscripiion; and around the Inscripbicn was the
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delicate and significant sccompaniment of engraved representations of
the TUWNSENDIA.

"The whole affsir was in exquisltely good taste, and did equal
honor to the givers and the receiver.

"The new and elassical Banking House, planned by T.U. Welter, Ezq.,
was erected in 1835-6, under the suspices of David Townsend,- to whose
finetaste and ssalutary influence, most of the Architectural Improvements
of the Borough are largely indebted, :

"On the yetirement of Mr. Townsend, from the charge of the Bank,
he found genial employment in the vearious branches of Hortlcultuxre,-
especially in the culture of Fruits, and ormamental Plants, In those
attractive pursuits, In the boscm of his amigble family, he quletly
pagsed the regidue of his days,~ the latter poriicn of the time with
his bodily strength greatly prostrated.  He deparied this 1life at his
residence in West Chester, on the 6%h of December, 1858, abt the age

£ 71 years, lacking one week; and on the Sth, wes interred in the
Feznily aepartment of the weawiiful QOeklends Cemetery,- whither devoted
friends will of% repair to hallow the lest resting-plece of an upright
Man, end vitere the Planis that he loved 8o well shall long be trained,
by the hands of affection, to Bloom upon his grave.
w.D.

P*epared by Baxrt Anderson - July 1958
erator, Cheater Cmmty ﬁiatorical Saciet;:r
FOILATION
A. QGeneral Statemend:
1. Architectursl chargeler: This town house hsg sections
dating from ¢. 1785, 1830, and 1849 and belonged to a
prominent citizen,
2. Condition of fabrie: Good
B. Technical Description of Extericr:

1. Overall dimensicas: Three-story section about 28' x 34¢
- (né~end-a-nalfl story section 24' x 31'-67

2. Wall construction: Brick, plastercd on the ocubside and the
gouth section,mariked off s0 8s o imilate blocks of merblse.

3. Chilmneys: Original in the 1830 secticn; original in the
1849 gection. OQriginal chimney for the large coakn.ng fire-
place in the oldest part removed.
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4. Qpenings:

2. Doorweys and docrs: Doorways in the 1830 south sec-
tion are all original, except the doorway onto the
gecond-story porch, In the original liitle west end
of the norih wing the window to the noxrth,adt leaat, has
been added as was the door - {ireplace covered that
wall., In tha 1249 addition, the gouth door is a
window and an esgt window 2 gerden door.

b. Windows and shutters: Windows in the 1830 seciion all
are original, except those added when the roof was
raised before 1874, Shutters sll seem correct.
g i
5., Roof:
. a. Shape, covering: Geble roofs; law pitch tin roof
in three-gtory section; steeper pitch tin roof in
story-and-a~half section.

b. Cornice, eaves: riginsl from the time roof was ralsed.

¢. Dormers: HNone in 1830 sectiom, three in north wing,
tvo of them 1849. . :

C. Techmical Deacrip'ticn of Interiors:

1. Floor plang: Three-~story (1830) section 13 as builld;
wide hall through the house with two rooms to its west.
The second and thiréd floors have small bedrooms made
fran the south end of thig wide hall, The story-and-balf
(1849) section is almost as built, while the oldest sec~
tion now has oune large room on the gecond floor and @ single
room on the first with entry.

2. Stalrways: Original except for the ones in the oldest
gection, which have been remcved. .

3. Flooring: No inforsation
4. Wall and ceiling finish: Master

5, Doorways and deors: Nesrly all original in 1330 sectich.
Qldest sectlion probably all replaced.

6. Trim: Original in 1849 and 1830 sections.

7. Hardwert: Mostly original in 1830 and 1849 sections,

8. Light ing Nothing original left, except possibdly a
hell light from ceiling in 1830 sec.{',iom. It bhas been
‘cogverte& to eleciria but plainly had had candles in it.

9.. Heaﬁing: A origingl fireplaces left, except that in

oldest pext of house., Franklin stove bml* into fire-
place of zouth bedrcom in the 1830 section.



MATTACK-TCOWNSEND HOUSE
(DAVID TOMNSEND HOUSE%
Page 10 HABS No. PA-243

D, &ite:

1.

General setiing and orientaticn: The house faces south
and is situated on the east side of Latlack Street, with
the building on the sidewalk lins, There 1z a luarge yard
and garden to the east and north of the house.

Enclosures: Plcket fence

Quibulidings: lone, A s?r_ing house dlsappeared abtout
1910. It was to the porth of the house,

¥alks: None laid out now. The 1856 plan of the garden
shows well lald cul walks, :

Landscaping, gardens, ete.: Well planted garden, which
guffered much by "Hazel" (hurricene) and the 1958 storm
when 42 inches of soow sccumulated,

?repafed by Bart Anderson -~ July 1958
Curator, Chester County Historical Society




